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Defying the IRS, local activists say: 
NO to tax dollars for war, YES to peacemaking
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Tweaking the notion that death and taxes are inevitable, a local group of peace advocates are withholding their tax dollars so they won’t be used for war-making, and redirecting them to community groups that work for justice and peace.

War tax resisters in Southern California have awarded $4400 to eight organizations including 9to5 Los Angeles (National Association of Working Women), the Coalition for Alternatives to Militarism in Schools, and the Nevada Desert Experience (nonviolent action against weaponry - especially nuclear).  
Money for the grants came from interest on a fund made up of refused taxes. The Southern California War Tax Alternative Fund was created in 1979 and has given away more than $62,000 over the years.  “War tax resisters” either refuse to pay a portion of their federal income tax because they don’t want their tax dollars used to make war or consciously live below the taxable limit so that they owe no federal taxes.  
An analysis of the federal funds budget for Fiscal Year 2010 shows that 50 cents of every federal income tax dollar goes to pay for wars--past, present and future.  This analysis is available at:   http://www.warresisters.org/files/FY2010piechart.pdf  or http://www.so-cal-war-tax-resist.org. 
These organizations received SCWTAF grants for 2010:
· 9to5, Los Angeles,  National Association of Working Women  www.9to5california.org
· Alternatives to Violence (teaching in California prisons)  www.AVPCalifornia.org 
· Coalition for Alternatives to Militarism in Schools www.militaryfreeschools.org
· Change-Links (monthly community calendar of events) http://change-links.org 
· Nevada Desert Experience (nonviolent action against nuclear and drone weapons) www.nevadadesertexperience.org 
· News & Letters (radical political-economic analysis) www.newsandletters.org 
· Northern Spirit Radio (radio & internet programs) www.northernspiritradio.org 
· National War Tax Resistance Coordinating Committee (support for the war tax resistance movement) www.nwtrcc.org  
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